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HEADTEACHER’S

Welcome to Edition 64 of the 
Kingsmeadow Newsletter. As always you 
will find information and updates outlining 
all the activities, events and achievements 
of last term. As last term was the final one 
of the academic year, I must begin by 
congratulating our class of 2019 on their 
success in their final exams. We were very 
proud of the outcomes, especially at Year 
13, where those students that applied 
for university places, all gained their first 
choices. Year 11 students also did well, with 
some notable individual performances, 
many of whom have chosen to continue 
on with us into the sixth form.

You will also be aware that in June we 
were visited by OFSTED. After a rigorous 
inspection, we were judged to be Good in 
all categories. Kingsmeadow School has 
now been officially judged by OFSTED to 
be a Good school. I am very proud to have 
been involved in the hard work that has 
taken place over the last few years to bring 
the school to this point. Kingsmeadow 
is a thriving, over subscribed school 
at the heart of a strong and supportive 
community.

I hope you enjoy this edition of the 
newsletter. For me it is a real milestone 
in the history of Kingsmeadow as the 
school is once again recognised for all the 
strengths.

 
Domenic Volpe, Headteacher

Back in June, following our monitoring 
visit of July 2018 the previous year, we 
knew that we were due a full Ofsted 
Section 5 inspection, probably in the 
Autumn term of 2019 this academic year. 
We knew that the school was in a strong 
position following the complimentary and 
supportive monitoring visit and some 
of the best results the school had ever 
seen in the summer of 2018, so I was not 
dreading the expected visit. I was, though, 
surprised when the call came on the 
morning of 4 June 2019 announcing the 
inspection visit was to take place the next 
day. The inspection was a full two days, 5 
& 6 June 2019, and we were visited by four 
inspectors, who left no stone unturned. 

As the two days unfolded I was kept 
informed as to their findings and found 
that parents, students and staff were fair, 
honest and open. The school community, 
it was later commented upon, were 
our greatest advocates. Perhaps the 
statements that I am most proud of within 
the report are those about community 
spirit and tolerance.

Domenic Volpe, Headteacher

KEY ASSESSMENT DATES 2019-20
 
KEY ASSESSMENT 1
Year 9 Baseline Assessments 02 September - 11 September 2019
Year 12 30 September - 4 October 2019
Year 11 28 October – 8 November 2019
Year 8 11-15 November 2019
Year 7 18-21 November 2019
Year 13 18-21 November 2019
Year 10 26 November - 6 December 2019

KEY ASSESSMENT 2
Year 9 13-17 January 2020
Year 8 27-31 January 2020
Year 7 10-14 February 2020
Year 12 10-14 February 2020
Year 13 10-14 February 2020
Year 11 week 1 10-14 February 2020
Year 11 week 2 24-28 February 2020
Year 10 2-13 March 2020

KEY ASSESSMENT 3
Year 8 1-5 June 2020
Year 9 8-12 June 2020
Year 7 15-19 June 2020
Year 10 15-19 June 2020
Year 12 15-19 June 2020

Diversity in the school  
is celebrated. Pupils of  

different backgrounds are 
very respectful to each other, 

irrespective of culture,  
religion and sexuality.

   Kingsmeadow 
OFSTED 

June 2019

The progress that  
pupils are making…has 

improved considerably. This 
is the result of better teaching, 

incisive and accurate assessment 
and strong leadership.

   Kingsmeadow 
OFSTED 

June 2019

INTRO
The inspectors also commented on the 
impact of new approaches within the 
classroom and throughout the staffing 
body; the staffs’ consistent and collegiate 
approach to supporting the ethos of 
Kingsmeadow as a school where staff 
and students alike are challenged to raise 
their aspirations and perform to their full 
potential, was clear for inspectors to see.

The full report is available on the school 
website and has a lot more detail. It will 
provide a fair account of where we are as 
a school at the moment. If you haven’t 
already done so, please take some time 
to read it through. 

We do not stand still as a school and I 
am aware that there is still a lot do. While 
I am pleased that the Kingsmeadow 
community has received the recognition 
it deserves, our focus will remain on 
continuing to improve and support all in 
achieving their very best.



A new school year begins and we look 
forward to the achievements, challenges 
and surprises it will bring. The school is 
now bigger than ever, going from strength 
to strength as a popular local school. 

Governors were extremely pleased with 
the findings of the Ofsted inspection which 
took place last term. For several years, 
Kingsmeadow has been recognised by 
those who know and visit the school as 
a good school with much to offer, and we 
were delighted that this was recognised 
by the inspectors. The ‘good’ judgement’ 
and the very positive findings are a result of 
very good leadership by the Headteacher 

and his team and very hard work by staff. You will find details of the 
inspection elsewhere in this newsletter. Governors will be working with 
the Headteacher and senior staff to address the few improvements 
recommended by the inspectors.

The A level, GCSE and vocational results this summer again showed that 
our students can achieve excellent results; our congratulations to them all. 
All our sixth form students who wanted to go on to university and college 
secured the courses they want to do next, which is a great achievement. 
There were some very pleasing results at GCSE, with increased numbers 
choosing to stay on into Year 12. We wish every success to all the students 
who left the school at the end of the summer term and an enjoyable sixth 
form experience to those who have stayed on.

CHAIR OF GOVERNORS UPDATE

KEY DATES NEXT TERM

Our new year 7 is the biggest ever. On behalf of the 
school’s governors, I wish a huge ‘welcome’ to all 
our new students and to their parents and carers. 
Students can look forward to busy and exciting years at 
Kingsmeadow, preparing them well for their adult lives.  

Governors have an important role to play in the overall 
direction and management of the school; they are 
responsible for strategy and policies, for resources 
(the budget and staffing structures), and for behaviour 
and safeguarding. The detailed management of the 
school is delegated to the Headteacher, who reports 
to the governors. We are always well informed by the 
Headteacher and his senior leaders and are always 
welcomed into school when we visit. We need two new 
parent governors, so please look out for information 
about an election soon. It is a very interesting and 
rewarding role.

We have an excellent school full of wonderful staff 
and students. We are very proud to be Kingsmeadow 
governors and look forward to another successful year.

Sarah Diggle Chair of Governors

HOLIDAY DATES
Half Term 21-25 October 2019
Two Occasional Days Friday 22 and Monday 25 November 2019
Christmas Break 23 December 2019 – 3 January 2020
Half Term 17-21 February 2020
Easter Break 6-17 April 2020 
May Day Friday, 8 May 2020
Half Term 25-29 May 2020
Break up for summer 17 July 2020

OTHER USEFUL DATES
Year 11 Motivational Evening 10 September 2019 between 6.00 and 7.00 pm
Year 7 Settling in Evening 8 October 2019 between 3.00 and 7.00 pm
KS4 Parents and Students Careers Fair 12 November 2019 timing TBC
Sixth Form Open Evening 28 November 2019 between 6.00 and 8.00 pm
Academic Awards Evening 5 December 2019 between 6.00 and 7.30 pm
Year 9 Subject Specific Evening 10 December 2019 between 2.30 and 7.00 pm
Year 7 REAL Showcases 17 December 2019 between 3.00 and 7.00
Year 11 Subject Specific Evening 7 January 2020 between 2.30 and 7.30 pm
Year 8 REAL Exhibition 14 January between 3.00 and 5.00pm
Year 8 Options Evening 25 February between 5.00 and 7.00 pm
Year 7, 8 and 12 Student Led Conference 10 March 2020 2.30 and 8.00 pm
Year 10 Subject Specific Evening 21 April 2020 between 2.30 and 7.00 pm



Students from Year 7 now have the opportunity to build their 
confidence in looking after their own bikes, with the weekly bike 
maintenance session giving them the skills to make adjustments 
and repairs.

The club is run by D&T Technician Mr Barnetson as part of 
Active Tuesday. Students learn to select and use a range of 
tools and equipment, gradually becoming more independent in 
their fault finding and decision making on choice of tools to use 
to carry out a repair or adjustment.

During the course, students learn how to change an inner tube 
and tyre, adjust their gears, and carry out brake adjustments as 
well as a range of other things.

ACTIVE TUESDAY

We rely on the generosity of the local community who have kindly 
donated bikes, parts and tools to us to allow this extra-curricular 
club to run. Any further donations of tools and parts would be 
gratefully received.

Mr Barnetson, who is highly experienced in vehicle and bike 
maintenance and repair, felt students made great progress last 
year and was looking forward to working with this year’s new Year 
7. He said “This week was the first session of the year and already 
the students are asking lots of questions about their own bikes 
and helping each other out in the workshop. They’re really looking 
forward to learning some practical skills to help them be more 
independent”.

Year 7 Students Learn To Maintain And Repair Their Own Bikes

CREATIVE
EXPRESSIVEAND

ARTS
Kingsmeadow students got the chance to show their musical skills 
on a regional stage in the summer term when they performed in a 
‘Battle of the Bands’ competition at a Newcastle School.

Our after-school BandCamp project has cultivated a group of 
students and developed their skills as musicians and as ensemble 
performers. They took their band, that they named ‘Insert Band 
Name Here ___’, to the high-profile competition at Royal Grammar 
School in Jesmond.  

The band whose line up was: Ebony Lawson (vocals); Brooke 
Roden and Jack Clay (guitar); Ling Gao (piano); Daniel Brown and 
Caitlyn Hughes (bass); Tommy Atkinson (drums) gave an excellent 
performance of popular pieces ‘The Truth’ and ‘Mr Brightside’.

While our band did not win the competition, they gave a great 
performance and stood up admirably against the other bands, 
many of whom involved sixth form students!

The winning band was from the Duchess’ High School in Alnwick 
and second place was taken by Whickham School in Gateshead.

Band Performs On Regional Stage

CEA



The summer term has been an exciting one for Creative Arts. We 
had a wonderful experience and opportunity to work on a film 
project with the Tyneside Cinema. This cinema is a hidden gem 
at the bottom of Northumberland Street in Newcastle and offers an 
array of workshops for all ages.

We had the privilege to take our BTEC Drama students to their 
creative space for a day. The workshop looked at the theme of 
Gothic Theatre. Students had the opportunity to work on all 
aspects of the filmmaking process in its simplest form.

Students learnt how to use state of the art recording and sound 
equipment and understood about camera angles and the process 
of shooting scenes. They took on different roles and for the day 
became a professional cast and crew.

This experience really supports the learning within the classroom 
and also links to careers. Students really opened their minds to 
opportunities and careers within the arts and it captured their 
imagination in the meantime.

Please go to our website to see the short films that the students 
produced and edited. We are very proud of what they achieved in 
just 5 hours!

Tyneside Pop Up Film School

The final series of Music Showcases this academic year took place 
in the final week of term and once again gave all students who sing 
or learn an instrument the chance to demonstrate what they have 
been learning this term.

Solo vocal performances included Erin Reynolds (year 8) singing 
‘Shallow’ from A Star is Born, Brooke Cutter (year 9) singing ‘Some 
Things Are Meant to Be’ from Little Women’ and Leah Wiggins (year 
9) singing ‘Ocean Eyes’. Other solo performances included Caitlyn 
Hughes (year 10) performing ‘Alladale Aria’ on the saxophone, 
Matthew Gray (year 7) performing ‘Pirates of the Caribbean’ on 
the piano, Bethany Clark (year 9) performing ‘Blue Autumn’ on 
the piano and Louis Foster (year 9) performing a drum solo of ‘I 
Want to Break Free’. The Showcase also saw debut performances 
from new students to their instrument including Ling Gao (year 8) 
performing ‘12 Bar Blues’ on the guitar and Nicole Bowe (year 10) 
performing a drum kit rhythm with fill.

The Showcases also featured the BTEC Music Bands and some of 
the pieces included ‘The Truth’ performed by the Year 9 BTEC Band 
and ‘Rolling in the Deep’ performed by the Year 10 BTEC Band. 
Our after-school BandCamp group, who had appeared earlier in 
the term at a regional Battle of the Bands competition, performed 
a selection of pieces at the Showcases including ‘Still Breathing’ 
and ‘Someone You Loved’.

Music Showcases Round Off 
Summer Term



Year 5 students from across our feeder primary schools joined the 
Creative Arts Department for three days in the summer term to find out 
about the Music and Drama offerings at Kingsmeadow.

The students worked alongside Miss Tindall and Miss Pirie as well as 
current Kingsmeadow students to create pieces of Music and Drama. 
They learnt a variety of skills including how to play the keyboard, drum 
and glockenspiel parts of ‘The Passenger’, they learned singing and 
choreography to ‘They Live in You’ from The Lion King and created 
a drama piece around a story called Fred and Bart by a local author. 

The students also had taster lessons in piano, singing and drums 
as well as a demonstration of different woodwind instruments by the 
school’s saxophone teacher.

The students represented the following primary schools: Brighton 
Avenue, Dunston Hill, Cademon, Lobley Hill, Eslington, St Aidan’s and 
Riverside.

Primary Students Hit High Note

CREATIVE
CEA

CEA

CEA



CREATIVE EXPRESSIVEAND

ARTS
Many congratulations to Brooke, who, at the end of year 9 in the summer term, 
took her Grade 2 Musical Theatre Singing exam. Brooke achieved a Merit in 
the exam, awarded by Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music 
(ABRSM), one of the country’s most prestigious music exam boards.

Brooke was coached through the exam content and technique by her singing 
teacher, Mr Watson over the academic year, so that she was fully prepared.

The exam included performing musical theatre songs, ranging from Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bang to Annie via Cats, as well as crucial sight-singing and aural tests.

 Well done Brooke!

Singing Exam Success

CEA

“I had never been to the theatre before so when Miss Pirie asked if we would like 
to go I was so excited. I could not believe how close we were to the stage or the 
actors. The show was set in a school and there were lots of different characters but 
only played by three actors. It was really clever. Miss Pirie has been teaching us 
about physicalisation of a character and the penny dropped when I watched this 
production. How important the use of voice and space is and how it can have such 
an impact on the audience.

After the show we got to chat to the director, the producer and actors. We asked lots 
of questions and found out how these people got the job, how they learnt their lines 
and if they enjoyed touring around the country.

This has really helped me in developing my character for my final exam performance. 
The things we have been learning in class have just kind of clicked in my mind. We 
all want to go back to the Theatre again, soon!”

“TEECHERS” By John Godber



ADVICE

The visit gave me an insight 
into the variety of careers 
within the NHS and the 
intriguing way in which 
people are trained to work 
in the NHS. 
Dylan Masters    

CAREERS INFORMATION, (CIAG)

GUIDANCEAND

As part of the CIAG programme 
students undertake a whole variety of 
different activities. The summer term 
is a key time for this, with students 
taking part in many aspects of CIAG, 
especially our year 11 and 13 students 
preparing for transition into sixth form, 
university or employment etc.

NHS gave us a great day 
showing the possible 
options for a future career.
Mitchell Kelly   

We really enjoyed the visit and it 
was great to meet SIM man and 
learn how the medical staff can 
use the different equipment to 
learn new skills and techniques. 
Olivia Richardson and Jessica Dial   

Our thanks go out to Catherine Cassley 
and The Education Team at Gateshead 
Health Trust who made the visit possible.

Our end of year trips took place on Tuesday 2nd July at the end of the 
summer term and were a fantastic way to celebrate another successful 
year here at Kingsmeadow. The day was a way of recognising students’ 
effort and achievement and the aim was to reward their hard work 
throughout the year.

Last year the rewards system changed slightly, with places on the 
rewards trips being made available to every student in school. The more 
achievement points earned, the more choices of trips students had.

Rewards trips were split into Gold, Silver and Bronze categories and 
the choices were:

• Lightwater Valley

• Alnwick Castle and Gardens

• Cinema and Bowling

• Warkworth Castle and Beach

• Clip and Climb

• The Derwent Walk

As always students were excellent ambassadors for the school and 
behaviour was impeccable throughout. The weather was even kind to 
us and the sun shone all day, ensuring all students had a memorable 
day out of school.

The end of year trip will take place next year on Monday 29th June 
2020. Keep checking our website for more information.

END OF TERM
ACTIVITIES

One of the main events that took place in the Summer 
term was the year 10 experience workplace day. All 
of year 10 spent the day at the Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital. We had a truly inspirational day with 
students visiting 5 different departments throughout 
the hospital, getting the opportunity to speak to 
experienced professionals in their chosen fields. This 
included midwifery, nursing, dietitians, apprenticeship 
pathways and alongside this each student also took 
part in emergency resuscitation training. CIAG



The 2018/19 academic year has been another successful 
year for reading at Kingsmeadow. On average, Key Stage 3 
students progressed at a quicker rate in reading ability than 
other students of similar ability nationwide. Students in Key 
Stage 3 read a massive 3,487 books this year!

In celebration of this achievement, students who have read 
consistently across the academic year have been regularly 
awarded with merits and commendations. Further to this, the 
most avid reader from Year 7 and Year 8 has been awarded 
with a certificate of achievement and a Metrocentre voucher.

Most words read, Year 7:

Ellie H (2,367,410)

Most words read, Year 8:

Grace S (2,305,716)

All year 7 and 8 students will be assigned to Accelerated 
Reader in 2019/20 in order to improve their core reading skills. 
If completed to the expected standard, this evidence-based 
programme improves the ability to confidently read increasingly 
advanced texts, providing our students with many of the skills 
needed to succeed across the curriculum.

Well done to all students who took part this year, and good luck 
to next year’s readers!

ENGLISH 
Accelerated Reader Rewards

Students from Early Years to Key Stage 3 across Kingsmeadow, 
Dunston Hill, St Aidan’s and Brighton Avenue were tasked with 
producing original reports across a range of subject areas 
pertinent to individuals, the local community and even the world.

The project aimed to be the catalyst to empower our Young 
Reporters to continue to tackle some of the more interesting, 
exciting and complex challenges, using language as their tool!

Teachers from the four schools involved had the difficult task of 
selecting overall winners for each of the following categories:

Early Years: Skye - Brighton Avenue

Key Stage 1: Layla - St Aidan’s CE

Lower Key Stage 2: Sophia - Dunston Hill

Upper Key Stage 2: Eve - Dunston Hill

Key Stage 3: Tommy - Kingsmeadow

Each winner was presented with a certificate and a voucher to 
spend at the Metrocentre. All participating students demonstrated 
excellent originality, quality and effort in completing this project.

 

Young Reporter Writing Project 2019 
- The Results!

 

From February half term of the last academic year, 
writers, artists and project producers have been based at 
Kingsmeadow working with Year 7 and 8 students as part 
of a new partnership with New Writing North’s creative 
writing programme, Young Writers’ City.

As well as enriching the English curriculum, writers have 
run lunchtime and after-school clubs on a range of writing 
forms so that all of our young people with an interest can 
develop their writing talent.

Spoken word poet and actress Tracy Gillman worked 
with Key Stage 3 students to develop their confidence 
and creative writing skills through the exploration of 
poetry in the last academic year. Tracy has also worked 
with students after school to write, direct, produce and 
perform a film. In evaluation of the project, both students 
and staff commented on the increase in confidence and 
student independence as a result of participation.

Throughout the programme, and as the partnership 
continues into this academic year, our Key Stage 3 
students will be enabled to express their own creative 
ideas supported by professionals in other fields such as 
screenwriting, songwriting and drama.

Over the summer, all students at Kingsmeadow were 
given the opportunity to attend a free three-day summer 
school for young people in Gateshead to try creative 
writing and filmmaking at the Shipley Art Gallery. Many 
such opportunities will continue to be available as the 
partnership develops.

Award-Winning Creative 
Writing Programme cements 
New Base at Kingsmeadow

CIAG

ENGLISH



THE KINGSMEADOW

We are a community school, with an unrelenting 
focus on raising aspirations for all. We want all of 
our students to grow into successful and proud 
members of their community; we want all of our 
students to have high aspirations and expectations 
for everything they do in life.

Because of all of the above, we have a wide and 
varied curriculum based as much around developing 
our students’ character as it is about developing 
them academically. Our REAL lessons encourage 
creativity, passion and communication; our Crown 
Award rewards independence and wider community 
involvement; all of our students are introduced to 
higher level education, including universities, and 
experience several workplaces and professions. 
These are just some of the many additional curriculum 
experiences in which the students at Kingsmeadow 
School are involved.

Sixth Form / Work / 
Apprenticeship 

University / Work

Degree

Y8 Kingsmeadow 
Student Ambassador

Y10 Kingsmeadow 
Student Ambassador

Year 8

A-Level & BTec

Y7 Kingsmeadow 
Student Ambassador

Active Tuesdays

Sixth-Form Kingsmeadow 
Student Ambassador

GCSE & BTec

REAL Presentation

Character: Random 
Acts of Kindness

SSAT Leadership Award

Accelerated Reader

Wellbeing Weeks
Wellbeing Weeks

Year 9

Year 6

Year 11

Revision Skills

Financial Awareness

Character: 
Democracy Week

Begin REAL Projects

Work Experience

University Visits

Careers Fair

Careers Fair

Character: 
Diversity Day

Character: Relationships 
& Emotions

Gold Crown Award

Character: SRE 
Safety Day

Begin KS4 Options Year 10

The Kingsmeadow Character Learning Journey
“an unrelenting focus on raising aspirations for all”

CV Writing

Numeracy and 
Literacy projects

Character: 
Diversity Day

PiXL Edge Award

Silver Crown Award

Bronze Crown Award

Religious Awareness

Transition Days Character Trait Weeks

Character: Online Image & 
Healthy Relationships

Transition: Online 
safety

Year 6 SATs

Character: Relationships 
& ConsentCharacter: Drugs & 

Mental Health

REAL Community 
Immersion Event

Year 7

University Visits
Revision Skills

Full KS4 Studies

Y9 Kingsmeadow 
Student Ambassador

Workplace 
Experiences

Next Steps 
Interviews

Numeracy and 
Literacy projects

CHARACTER LEARNING JOURNEY

As with our tutor activities and lessons, all of our 
additional curriculum activities are rooted in our core 
Character Traits. These are:

• Compassion

• Quality

• Respect

• Integrity

• Pride

• Courage 

The Kingsmeadow Character Learning Journey helps 
to demonstrate how every student has these additional 
opportunities available throughout their time with us. It 
also shows you, students and parents, the range of 
opportunities available during your or your child’s time 
at Kingsmeadow School.

We are committed to delivering high quality 
Character Learning, so that our students are 
successful, aspirational and fully prepared for 
everything in life.

At Kingsmeadow we fervently believe in the all round education of our students. 
This does not mean just preparing them for exams, but preparing them for life.



KFA Year 7 team went on to lift the Gateshead Schools U12 League 
Title for the first time in Kingsmeadow’s history going unbeaten 
throughout the year.

KFA Year 7 Development team got to the National ‘B Team Cup’ 
quarter finals in their first year within the programme which is a 
fantastic achievement.

KFA Year 8 Team got to the final of the Gateshead Cup unfortunately 
finishing as runners up in a close final, nevertheless it was a brilliant 
achievement from the group who have excelled in their second 
year within the programme.

KFA Year 8 Team went one step further this season in the National 
‘B Team Cup’ getting to the semifinals with a hundred plus schools 
starting the competition, which is an outstanding achievement 
from all the players

KFA Girls Year 7 & 8 finished the season as Gateshead Schools 
Cup Champions, this was another fantastic achievement. The 
girls also reached the last 16 of the National Cup showing how 
much they have developed over the last year. We are really looking 
forward to the Girls developing further this year.

The Year 7 group also went on the Year 7 annual warm weather 
training camp trip to Barcelona which was great for team bonding, 
training at state of the art facilities as well as having a tour of the 
prestigious Nou Camp.

All the players in the Academy flourished as the season went on 
and we were very proud of them all on and off the pitch. We are 
looking forward to welcoming 27 new players to the Year 7 group 
this year and hopefully we can continue the success on and off the 
pitch in the 2019-2020 season.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the parents 
for their support throughout 2018-2019 and we look forward to 
working together for this upcoming season.

On the pitch we have 
had a good season 
with teams achieving 
success above 
expectations throughout 
the two age groups.



2019 has been a brilliant year for Kingsmeadow Mathematicians, 
with a record number of students gaining a certificate. 
Congratulations to McKenzie, Libby, Amelia, Stacey, Joshua, 
Nathan, Tanvitha, Ian, James, Taylor and Ruby all receiving a bronze 
award. Emilia, Aimee, Tommy, Jake, Maddison, James and Philippa 
all receiving a silver award. Nathan for receiving a gold award and 
progressing to the Junior Kangaroo and Connor for receiving a gold 
award and progressing to the Junior Olympiad.

MATHS

UKMT Junior Mathematical Challenge, April 2019

On 30th April, 7X1 and 8X1 both participated in the UKMT Maths 
Challenge Junior Level. The paper was composed of 25 questions 
broken into portions of 15 and 10 respectively. All 25 questions were 
multiple choice and involved some serious problem solving skills. 
The first 15 questions were worth 5 marks each for a correct answer 
and you did not lose marks for getting it incorrect. The second set of 
10 were even more challenging and were worth 6 marks each. If you 
gave an incorrect answer to any of these particular questions you 
lost marks so it was important to choose which questions to attempt 
given the limited amount of time. The paper was extremely difficult 
- however, I very much enjoyed putting my problem solving skills 
to the test and feel like they have improved as a direct result of the 
Challenge. I received a gold certificate from UKMT which required 
a mark of over 71 - an amazing feat. Furthermore, I managed to 
qualify for the Junior Kangaroo challenge which was even harder 
again and really put my skills to the test. Overall, the Challenge was 
an amazing experience and I very much look forward to participating 
in the Intermediate Challenge next year, in which I will be part of the 
youngest age group for the Challenge.

Nathan

MFL
Komatsu Exchange

We are delighted to announce the launch of our exchange 
programme with the City of Komatsu in Japan. We 
hope to take 8 lucky students to Japan in the summer 
of 2020 for around two weeks with our partner schools 
sending students the following summer. There is a long 
standing relationship with Gateshead and Komatsu, not 
just because of the factory in Birtley but also because of a 
highly successful exchange scheme that has been going 
for 28 years. We are very happy that we have been given 
the opportunity to continue this relationship and are sure 
the children will have a life-changing experience. 

The application process to become involved is open to 
all children in the current Year 9 and will require a two-
year commitment to the scheme. For more details, please 
contact Mr Roddy or Mrs Almeida-Urwin.

MATHS



Rounders
Rounders club continues on a Thursday after school. 
Commitment each week continues to be consistent, with 
all students being enthusiastic and eager to further develop 
their skills. Year 7 students recently competed in the Tyne 
and Wear Rounders tournament where they demonstrated 
their knowledge and understanding of the game.

 

Year 9 Boys Football Success
Year 9 boys football team reached the semifinal of the 
County Cup where unfortunately they were beaten 2 - 1 by 
St Josephs. Following this defeat, the team managed to 
regroup and won their remaining fixtures in the Gateshead 
Schools League. This resulted in them winning the 
Gateshead Schools Football League.

 

PE UPDATE
Athletics Club 
Athletics club continues for year 7, 8 and 9. Students have 
been challenging themselves to achieve new personal 
bests in as many events as possible, from High Jump 
to Javelin. It is important for students to remember that 
everyone has a strength in athletics, whether you are a 
successful runner, thrower or jumper there is an event for 
everyone.

County Athletics Championships
As a result of finishing 2nd in the Gateshead Schools 
Athletics Championships in May two of our students 
qualified to represent Gateshead in the County Athletics 
Championships. Erin Reynolds (year 8) jumped 1.40m in 
the high jump when competing against year 9 students.

 

U15 Pentathlon
Students in year 8 and 9 competed against students from 
across County Durham in the U15 Pentathlon competition 
held at Monkton Stadium. It was a challenging day for all 
but students made Kingsmeadow proud. There were 100 
girls and 100 boys competing and Erin Reynolds finished 
16th overall. 

 

Tyne and Wear Girls Athletics 
Championships
Sixteen Year 7 and 8 students were selected to compete in 
the Tyne and Wear Athletics Championships at Gateshead 
Stadium in June. Teams were chosen based on their 
performances in PE lessons. 



Mini Fencing

Year 5 students from cluster primary schools participated in a mini 
fencing competition. This was led by our Year 8 students who had 
been given inset about the rules and scoring systems.

Year 3/4 High 5

Dunston Hill students attended a High 5 Netball tournament at 
Kingsmeadow. Our year 9 students umpired the games which 
allowed them to develop the skills needed to be successful in their 
examination OCR Sports Science PE course.

Tag Rugby

Year 9 boys led Dunston Hill and Lobley Hill Year 3/4 students through 
some tag rugby skills. They then officiated a mini tournament for 
them.

Year 5/6 Mini Basketball

Our cluster primary schools participated in a mini basketball 
competition. Dunston Hill won and went on to represent our cluster 
in the Gateshead finals. 

Inclusive Sport Conference

Year 10 students had the opportunity to take part in a conference 
with Cedars Special School focusing on how sport can be more 
inclusive. They were fantastic ambassadors for the school and they 
asked some poignant questions. 

Year 3/4 Quicksticks

The cluster schools took part in two quicksticks events both led 
and officiated by our Year 8 students. One of the events was a skills 
circuit and the other was a tournament.

PE Cluster Update

Reception ball skills

This event was for 120 reception students from our cluster 
schools and was led by Year 8 students. They were involved in 
mini activities which aimed to develop their throwing, catching, 
accuracy and striking.

Orienteering

A group of Year 9 examination PE students completed The 
Young Orienteering Leaders Award. The course involved learning 
orienteering and problem solving skills and understanding 
how to lead groups through problems. Students then ran an 
orienteering competition for primary schools in Gateshead. 
Feedback on our young leaders from the company who ran the 
course was fantastic. Our Year 9 students were a credit to the 
school. 

Year 1/2 and 5/6 Tri-golf

Cluster students took part in a tri-golf competition. A combination 
of Year 8 and Year 9 students demonstrated and scored a 
number of tri-golf activities such as chipping, putting and driving. 

Flight

Year 5/6 from cluster primary schools took part in flight lesson 
taster session. They used springboards and trampettes to go 
over the vault and make shapes in the air. Great fun was had 
by all.

 

PE UPDATE

PE



PROM
Year 11 celebrated in style at the end of their GCSE’s with an exceptional Prom at the Marriott.  
Both students and staff had a wonderful evening, enjoying food, music and the talents of a caricaturist.

2019



A small group of year 8 volunteers participated in an after school club to achieve their CREST award. The 
students had to use skills in research, collaboration, budgeting and design to come up with an innovative 
idea to help prevent the spread of disease in developing countries. Students then created a prototype 
hand washing device, with some very unique ideas.

All students involved achieved their ‘Discovery’ level CREST award after 5 weeks.

SCIENCE Crest Award

REAL UPDATE
In the summer term year 7 students hosted a WW2 cross-generation 
event as part of the culmination of the 3rd REAL project entitled 
‘Is refuge worth the sacrifice?’ Our school hall was once again 
transformed into a 1940s style dance hall. The afternoon involved 
all year 7 REAL classes exhibiting a form of their learning from the 
project in the form of dance, song, poetry and mime. The students 
demonstrated our 6 character traits in abundance showing their 
growth in confidence in presenting to an authentic audience.

The REAL staff team joined in with the spirit of the afternoon by 
dressing up in 1940s style.  Our lovely guests from the community 
who attended were served with a delicious 1940s style cream tea.  
The afternoon started with a reflection from the horrors of trench life 
in WW1 and went through the era of WW2, including poetry written 
by students about the Holocaust. The afternoon ended with our 
students and guests from the community reminiscing by singing 
some jovial, well-known songs from Vera Lynn.

 

A REAL WW2 Community event!



Crest Award

This year has seen a good set of results at Post 16 A Level and 
Level 3 BTEC courses, with a 100% pass rate, 81% of students 
achieved A*-C, 51% A*- B and all students that were seeking to do 
so, securing their first choice university place. 

Students’ hard work throughout their time in the Sixth Form has 
paid off with the majority now looking forward to progressing onto 
higher education or the world or work.

Positive results across the board allowed all students to access their 
first choice university, with some stand out individual successes.

•  Kieron Peacock attained AAA and will be studying History and 
Politics at Northumbria University.

•  Hannah Hood attained BBB and will study History and Archaelogy 
at Newcastle University.

•  Jade Vickers attained AAB (and got through extremely 
competitive interview process) and will study Midwifery at 
Northumbria University.

We would like to congratulate all of our sixth form for all their 
hard work and wish them luck for their future.

Exam Season Post-16

SIXTH

UPDATE
A recent survey showed two thirds of employers look 
for staff with relevant work experience because it helps 
them prepare for work and develop general business 
awareness. Importantly, one third of employers felt that 
applicants did not have a satisfactory level of knowledge 
about their chosen career or job.

To gain a better understanding of careers, we offer a 
week’s work experience when students can shadow 
employers, gain an insight into work practices and 
develop skills. Our Year 12 students have recently 
completed their work experience week with placements 
ranging from hospitals to supporting the charity FACT. 
We have received some fantastic feedback on the 
attitude of our students and hope that their experiences 
will serve them well when considering employment 
choices in the future. Work experience placements are 
extremely difficult to secure, so we are grateful to those 
employers who have supported our students in this 
endeavour. 

Enrichment

FORM

Any parent/carer who would like information or 
advice on your child joining the Sixth Form next year, 
please contact any of the following:

Mr R Hood 
Head of Sixth Form 

rhood@Kingsmeadow.org.uk 
Tel 0191 4606004 ext 254

Mrs A Weatherill 
Sixth Form Progression Officer 
aweatherill@kingsmeadow.org.uk 
Tel 0191 4606004 ext 266

One student who is intent on a career in nursing 
went to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital and below 
are her thoughts on the experience:
“My work experience was a week in the Queen Elizabeth hospital, 
shadowing nurses. Before I turned up on my first day I had no idea 
which ward I was going to be placed on, however when I got there, 
I was allocated ward 21 which is a gynecological ward.

On my first day, I met the three nurses I would be following around, 
helping out and asking questions. All the nurses made me feel 
comfortable and confident within the working area. Two of the 
nurses were known as ‘healthcare nurses’ and one was a ‘staff 
nurse’.

During my week as a nursing work experience student, I got 
the chance to speak with patients, understand the real nursing 
procedures, and perform basic tests such as blood pressure 
as well as shower and bathe patients that were unable to do so 
alone. Before I actually got hands on with any work, I thought it 
would be a good idea to speak to the patients and find out a little 
bit more about their situation. Doing this helped me build strong 
relationships. The nurses were extremely supportive and I received 
excellent verbal feedback.

I came away from my work experience feeling more confident 
than ever with what I wanted to do in the future. I am 100% set 
on becoming a staff nurse. I believe I could see myself studying 
at university for three years and I aspire to do so and qualify. The 
student nurses who I spoke to helped me confirm my goals as they 
told me everything that was to come if I stayed on my path. I am 
excited to start university and finally do my dream job, helping sick 
patients that may just need a holding hand when going through 
some of life’s worst nightmares”.

Mr M Barrett 
Deputy Headteacher 

mbarrett@kingsmeadow.
org.uk

Mr Dunlop 
Head of CIAG 

gdunlop@kingsmeadow.org.uk



UNIFORM

As you are aware, we have high expectations about school 
uniform. Whilst we strive to maintain a fair and consistent 
approach across all year groups, teenage trends come and go. 
The most recent for boys seems to be shaved lines in hair and 
eyebrows. For girls, jewellery, acrylic nails and false tan.

We appreciate that they can be costly and are intended to have 
longevity but they are not acceptable in any form in school and 
we urge parents not waste money on them. Students will be 
asked to remove them and if not able to do so immediately, will 
face graduated sanctions until the situation is remedied.

As trends can be difficult to predict, we have a general uniform 
policy whilst reserving the right to judge whether a student meets 
our expectations. We will work closely with parents to resolve 
any issues as quickly and positively as possible. If you have any 
questions or concerns regarding your child’s uniform, please do 
not hesitate to get in touch.

Please remember school is a busy place, if you need to see any 
member of staff please ring ahead to book an appointment.

REQUIREMENTS



In addition to the legal responsibility to ensure your child attends school, research shows that attendance is linked to achievement 
and wellbeing in school. Absence leads to students missing teacher input, peer interaction and other enrichment opportunities. 

The Department of Education has stated that whether authorised or unauthorised, there is clear evidence that absence from school 
is linked to lower levels of attainment. In other words, every extra day of school that is missed can affect an opportunity to gain good 
examination results. 

It is also important to recognise how being on time links to learning and progress. 

This table shows a clear indication of the impact being late can have. 

Attendance and punctuality can be an emotive topic with 
some left feeling that their parental judgment is being 
questioned. Whilst we don’t intend to do this, it is important 
to recognise that we are required to fulfil our statutory 
duties. With this in mind, attendance and punctuality is 
monitored closely and appropriate support strategies 
are implemented to minimise the impact on your child’s 
learning and progress.  Students and parents should aim 
for an attendance level of at least 96% and to be on site 
each day by 8.30am for the first bell at 8.40am. Any student 
who is late will be given a same day 30 minute detention. 
We will contact parents to let you know if this occurs. 

Kingsmeadow School is committed to supporting students 
and parents in achieving attendance success. Emma 
Oliver is our Attendance Officer and any concerns about 
attendance should be discussed with her. Traditionally 
Emma’s role may have been perceived as a method for 
enforcement for most serious attendance issues, however 
Emma works with parents and students at a much earlier 
stage before absence can impact too negatively. Emma 
makes phone calls or visit homes where she can offer 
support as well as sending out letters to inform you about 
your child’s attendance. In school we also run competitions 
and incentives for achievements made within attendance 
and punctuality. 

ATTENDANCE

% Attended Absent

100 = 190 days = 0 weeks

95 = 180 days = 2 weeks

90 = 171 days = A month

85 = 161 days = 6 weeks

80 = 152 days = More than half a term

75 = 143 days = More than 2 months

5 mins late each day = 3 days learning lost

10 mins late each day = 6.5 days learning lost

15 mins late each day = 10 days learning lost

20 mins late each day = 13 days learning lost

30 mins late each day = 19 days learning lost

AND PUNCTUALITY

Over a school year, being late also leads to:

Emma Oliver 
Attendance Officer 

STUDENT AMBASSADORS

Every two weeks all student ambassadors met and discussed 
student matters, focussing on issues which affect Kingsmeadow 
students in and around school. Student ambassadors are voted 
into power in order to ensure students have a point of contact 
if they have an opinion about Kingsmeadow and wish to share 
it with teaching staff and governors. Ambassadors also have a 
direct link to the senior leadership team, ensuring that issues are 
dealt with at the top level of school.

Last year our ambassadors were implemental in changing a 
number of important factors within school. They lobbied for a 
change in the way we use single use plastics in school, which 
has resulted in single use plastic cutlery being replaced with 
biodegradable balsa wood cutlery in our dining hall.

Last year saw the launch of our new student ambassadors programme, which allows students in school to have a 
voice about school matters, represented by student ambassadors in each year group and house.

They have also played a pivotal role in our end of term rewards 
trips, ensuring that there were a wide variety of trips available and 
every student in the school was given the opportunity to take part 
in the day.

Elections for our new student ambassadors for 2019/20 will take 
place early this academic year. Make sure you pick up a copy of 
our next newsletter to find out who the new ambassadors are.

 



Kingsmeadow Community School
Market Lane, Dunston, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear, NE11 9NX
Tel: 0191 460 6004  Email: enquiries@kingsmeadow.org.uk 64ISSUE

Gbolahan Agbaje 8K  (18/19) 
Finlay Aitken  11M  (18/19) 
Kye Banks  8I  (18/19) 
Jesse Barnes  9G  (18/19) 
Kieran Bertram  8I  (18/19) 
Emily Betts  7M  (18/19) 
Ryan Black  8N (18/19) 
Aidan Blench  8S  (18/19) 
Lewis Brown  8E  (18/19) 
Lily Brown  7S  (18/19) 
Cain Brunning  11N  (18/19) 
Adam Brunton  9K  (18/19) 
Charlie Carroll  8G  (18/19) 
Ryan Castle  8M  (18/19) 
Elif Celikay  8M  (18/19) 
Ellie Clark  9I  (18/19) 
Owen Clarke  7K  (18/19) 
Sonny Collace  11M  (18/19) 
Morgen Costley  8M  (18/19) 
Jason Cousins  11K  (18/19) 
Catalina Cristea  9S  (18/19) 
Ruben Da Silva  8M  (18/19) 
Katelyn Dickson  8G  (18/19) 
Jamie Dorosz  7S  (18/19) 
Paris Eastland  10M  (18/19) 
Aiden Easton  7G  (18/19) 
Summa Errington  11N  (18/19) 
 
 

Skye Forster  9G  (18/19) 
Holly Gardner  8E  (18/19) 
Max Glister  10S  (18/19) 
Gina Hall  9I  (18/19) 
Nelly Henderson  8M  (18/19) 
Ellie Henderson-Arkless 7I  (18/19) 
Krystal Howlett  9I  (18/19) 
Trinity Ikuero John  8E  (18/19) 
Harry James  11G  (18/19) 
Dylan Jenkins  8S  (18/19) 
Brad-Lee Joicey  8K  (18/19)
Scott Kane  8I  (18/19)
Alfie Keane  8M  (18/19)
Alexandra Kyrio  9N  (18/19)
Ebony Lawson  8S  (18/19)
Jack Mackereth  8N  (18/19)
Lewis Maddock  11K  (18/19)
Cameron Mason  11I  (18/19)
Shannon Mcfadyen  11M  (18/19)
Ricky Mckay  9G  (18/19)
Amelia Rose Mcnichol  8K  (18/19)
Layla Mitchell  8M  (18/19)
Paul Mitchell  9K  (18/19)
Tamsin Mitchell  11M  (18/19)
Dillon Moore  11G (18/19)
Brandon O’Connor  10I  (18/19)
Nathaniel Ohimor  9S  (18/19)
Loraine Papong  11I  (18/19)
Daniel Peart  8S  (18/19)

Brooke Phillips  7G  (18/19) 
Chantelle Pownceby  9S  (18/19) 
Dina Ramin  7E  (18/19)
Amy Richards  7I  (18/19)
Corey Robinson  8K  (18/19)
Eleanor Robson  10K  (18/19)
James Robson  9I  (18/19)
Luke Robson  10I  (18/19)
Matthew Rocks  10N  (18/19)
Bobby Roy  7I  (18/19)
Angelo Senta  7N  (18/19)
Antoneta Senta  10I  (18/19)
Lewis Sewell  10S  (18/19)
Leo Shalgosky  10K  (18/19)
Brooke Sharp  7I  (18/19)
Jay Shepherdson  10K  (18/19)
Mongezi Sibanda  11M  (18/19)
Alice Snee  10S  (18/19)
Callum Starling  11K  (18/19)
Charlotte Stephenson  10S  (18/19)
Sophie Stephenson  11K  (18/19)
Grace Sutton  8E  (18/19)
Philippa Tate  7I  (18/19)
Kiera Thompson  8K  (18/19)
Tiegan Watson  11K  (18/19)
Aimee Wiggins  11G  (18/19)
Elliott Wilson  7G  (18/19)

100% ATTENDERS FOR WHOLE OF THE YEAR 2018/19


