
Covid-19 School Update  

Wednesday 13th January 2021 

I hope I find you and your families safe and well. These strange and difficult times will                 
hopefully be short lived with the coming vaccination. The present school closure is due to               
come to an end by half term, with a planned return to school on 22 February 2021.  

Remote Learning 

Now that we are into our second full week of school closure, it is clear that both students and                   
staff are much better prepared for the rigours of remote learning. The Virtual Timetable              
and the introduction of some live lessons have made an impact which have proven popular               
with the vast majority of students and families. The different approaches employed will be              
kept under review over the coming weeks. Students are much better at asking for help and                
uploading responses to tasks and challenges. Remember if you are unsure about the             
expectations of remote learning please refer to the Remote Learning Policy. If you have              
any issues accessing Google Classroom please contact the school and we will do our best               
to help.  

Covid-19 Lateral Flow Testing (LFT) in School 

As part of the Government initiative to provide LFT in schools, we recently contacted every               
family seeking consent to allow students to receive LFT in school. Without consent your              
child will not be able to access this testing. Our aim, at present, is to offer testing as soon as                    
we are in a position to do so. We are currently working closely with Gateshead Public                
Health following their guidance as to how best to deliver the testing programme in the               
coming weeks. We will then be much better placed to offer the full programme of testing                
when schools reopen. If you did not receive an email inviting you to give consent for your                 
child to be tested then please get in contact with the school so that we can resend to the                   
most appropriate address. 

Assessments and Subject Specific Evening (SSE) 

In the current circumstances it is not feasible to continue with our calendared Key              
Assessment programme for each year group. Subject Specific Evenings will continue,           
though these will now take place by phone and will happen over the course of a week.                 
Parents and carers of students in Yr 11 have already received information concerning the Yr               
11 SSE. This will be shared with parents as and when their child’s SSE is due to take place.                   
This will be the pattern that we will seek to follow for the duration of the school closure period                   
should any SSE fall in that time. Please refer to the school calendar on the website for the                  
timings of the SSE. If you have any concerns and wish to discuss these, please do not                 
hesitate to get in contact.  You will find all the key contact information on the school website. 

Communication 

At this time it is crucial that we have the most up to date contact details so that we can be                     
sure that key information is getting through to you. If you do not have access to MCAS then                  
please email Mrs Smith at jsmith@kingsmeadow.org.uk. To update any contact details            
please email Mrs Meakin at dmeakin@kingsmeadow.org.uk.  

 

A Levels, GCSE and Vocational Grades 



The Government confirmed last week that external exams due to take place in the summer               
term will no longer go ahead. We are still waiting for the details of exactly how course                 
grades will be allocated, but it is clear that these will most likely include a centre assessed                 
grade (CAG) and any (CAG) will need to be evidenced by work completed over the course                
and in particular in this last year of study. To that end it is vital that students continue to                   
engage with their learning and produce the best possible quality of work that they can, so                
that we can support them in gaining the best possible grades. This message was shared               
directly with Yr 11 and 13 students in a live assembly that took place last week. Subject staff                  
have also been stressing the importance of quality engagement with the work set online and               
on the whole, engagement of students at the start of this period of lockdown seems to be                 
high. We will be monitoring this closely through a fortnightly engagement grade which will              
be available to view via MCAS, so keeping parents and families informed.  

All general updates will be posted on the school website. That should be your first port of call                  
if you have any queries. If you have questions about anything in this latest Update Blog,                
please do not hesitate to contact the school.  

I would like to wish you well and I hope you and your family stay safe and well in these                    
difficult times 

 


